
 

School News & Updates - 23rd January, 2026.        
A note from Mr Jolley:  
This week's newsletter is here, and what a week it's been with the weather! A special 

mention has to go to our lovely Year 1 children who faced the elements during their Bikeability sessions 
this week—a true test of resilience! A huge shoutout also goes to our incredible staff who have endured 
the blustery conditions during playtime duties; I can personally acknowledge the feat as my coat is still 
wet two days on from Wednesday's showers! Despite the weather, we have many wonderful updates 
to share from across the school. 
 
A note from the PTA: 
We cannot even begin to 𝐓𝐇𝐀𝐍𝐊 𝐘𝐎𝐔 all for your support at our 
Christmas Fair. 
The profit made, going directly to enhancing children’s experience 
at school; is a fabulous £1629.04 
The first thing we’re funding this year is the Wonderdome 
experience booked for February. 
𝐓𝐇𝐀𝐍𝐊 𝐘𝐎𝐔 everyone who supported us!! 

 
Leeds Rhinos 
 
Please see the end of the newsletter for two current schemes run by the 
Leeds Rhino’s - one is promote their half term holiday club offer, and a 
second is to promote their half price tickets available for an upcoming  
 

Reception - Phonics Parent Event 
 
We would like to extend a huge thank you to all the parents who attended the Reception Phonics 
Parent event. It was a fantastic turnout, and we sincerely hope you found the experience useful and 
now have a better understanding of our approach to phonics and the importance of reading. We 
hope you had a lovely experience engaging with your children and were able to take away some 
valuable learning that will help support your children's development further. 
 
Y1 - Abbey House Museum 
 
Year 1 had a fantastic time on their trip to Abbey House Museum, where they delved into life in the 
not-so-distant past! The children loved the hands-on experience of dressing up in period costumes and 
exploring the Victorian streets. A particular highlight was the opportunity for expressive roleplay, where 
the children demonstrated their dramatic flair, particularly when acting out the scenario of being 
locked up in the old museum prison! It was a brilliant day of learning and fun for everyone. See photos 
below! 



 

 
 
Y1 - Bikeability 
 
Year 1 have been busy out on the playground this week, showcasing their cycling skills during their 
Bikeability sessions. We managed most of the week out there, with just a few sessions needing breaks 
from the intense rain! Well done for all the effort and perseverance. 
 
Y4 - Roman Day 
 

 
 
This week, Year 4 celebrated a fantastic Roman Day! We were delighted to welcome a visitor to school 
who brought in artefacts, explored battle formations, and allowed the children to re-enact formations 
for battle. They had an amazing time and equally looked fierce when preparing for battle! It was truly a 
memorable day for the children. 



Frank Cottrell-Boyce - Book order 
 

 
Just a note to say these are still available for purchase on the Arbor shop! 
 
 
Fantastic Opportunity: UK Bookfest Pop-up Book Sale! 
 
We've been contacted by Stephen White, a second-hand book dealer from Bradford, who is running a 
huge pop-up book sale called UK Bookfest, and we wanted to share this fantastic opportunity with our 
families. 
 
This event is a great chance to stock up on books at incredibly low prices: 

●​ The sale features tens of thousands of books, with at least half of the stock being for children. 
●​ Children's books are priced at just £1 each for the entire event, with even cheaper prices on the 

last day! 

Event Details: 

●​ When: Thursday, February 26th to Wednesday, March 5th, 2026 (closing on World Book Day!). 
●​ Where: Bradford (Search for "UK Bookfest" or "Stephen White Books" to find the location and 

previous events). 

This is a brilliant opportunity for families to access books at amazingly low costs. You are welcome to 
share this information with other parents and friends. 
 
For updates, you can follow their social media accounts under the name "Stephen White Books" on 
Facebook and Instagram. 
 
Smartphone-free Childhood 
 
Link to sign up and pledge to a smartphone-free childhood: 
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/  
 

https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/


Northern Arts Factory 
 
 
This is a reminder to return slips to sign up for the Northern Arts Factory dance club, after school on 
Wednesdays. Contact the office for more information.  
 

 

Make sure you check out our Instagram for more this term. 

Please see  important dates for the next half term  

Date Event 

Friday 30th January Y5 Shakespeare Workshop 

Monday 9th February Wonderdome Experience - Whole school 

Monday 9th February - 13th Theme Week - Literature Festival 

Friday 13th February School closes 

Monday 23rd February School opens 

Thursday 26th February Children's Laureate, Frank Cottrell-Boyce event in 
school - KS2 - Separate communication has been 
sent 

27th February 9am (Fri) 
 

SEND workshop with Specialist SEND coordinators 
from the family HUB 

22nd April 9am (Wed) 
 
 

Mindmate workshop 

10th June 9am (Wed) 
 

Mindmate workshop - anxiety workshop 

 

 

 



Assembly Awards: 

Reception Handwriting: Connie 
Reading: Etta 

Writing: Lily-Mae 
Maths: Robyn 
Listener: Noah 

Independent Learner: Theo 

Year 1 Handwriting: Harper B 
Reading: Alayna A 

Writing: Layla 
Maths: Aryan 

Listener: Joseph 
Independent Learner: Beau 

Year 2 Handwriting: Maysa 
Reading: Amelia 

Writing: Effie 
Maths: Lavinia  

Listener: George 
Independent learner: Luke  
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