
Living things and their habitatsKey Vocabulary Definition

Vertebrate Animals with backbones

Invertebrate Animals without backbones

Mammal A warm blooded vertebrate, has 
hair/fur and gives birth to live 
young. 

Amphibian Vertebrates that can live on land 
and in water. 

Insects Invertebrates that have six legs 
and 3 body parts. 

Gestation The period of time between 
conception and birth. 

Life Cycle The different stages of live for a 
living thing. 

Fertilisation Part of the reproductive process 
when the male and the female 
sex cells fuse together. 

Key Vocabulary Definition

Seed dispersal The movement, spread or transport of 
seeds away from parent plant. 

Pollination Transfer of pollen from a male part of a 
plant to the female part of a plant to 
produce seeds. 

Phenologist Scientist who studies life cycles. 

Larva Is an insect or animal at the stage of its life 
after it has developed from an egg and 
before it changes into its adult form. 

Pupa The stage in the life cycle after Larva but 
before becoming an adult. 

Metamorphosis A process some animals go through before 
they become adults. 
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