Key Vocabulary

Definition

Living things and their habitats

Vertebrate Animals with backbones
Invertebrate Animals without backbones
Mammal A warm blooded vertebrate, has

hair/fur and gives birth to live
young.

Amphibian

Vertebrates that can live on land
and in water.

Insects Invertebrates that have six legs
and 3 body parts.
Gestation The period of time between

conception and birth.

Life Cycle

The different stages of live for a
living thing.

Fertilisation

Part of the reproductive process
when the male and the female
sex cells fuse together.

Life Cycle of Reptiles

The female and male

The life cycle of a mammal involves three main stages:
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Key Vocabulary

Definition

Seed dispersal

The movement, spread or transport of
seeds away from parent plant.

Pollination Transfer of pollen from a male part of a
plant to the female part of a plant to
produce seeds.

Phenologist Scientist who studies life cycles.

Larva Is an insect or animal at the stage of its life

after it has developed from an egg and
before it changes into its adult form.

Pupa

The stage in the life cycle after Larva but
before becoming an adult.

Metamorphosis

A process some animals go through before
they become adults.

When fully
grown, the
adult reptile
| will begin to
mate.

§ The hatchling begins to
grow and becomes a
juvenile. The juvenile
looks just like the adult
reptile. The juvenile
S grows slowly over a
long period before

reaching adulthood.

Reptiles:
hatch from eggs; 9gs anc
* are cold-blooded; L

« have dry, scaly skin.

mate, then the female
reptile lays fertilised
eggs. An embryo starts
to grow within the egg.
Most reptiles bury their
eggs and leave them to
hatch alone.

H When the embryo is fully formed,
| it is called a hatchling. It uses an
‘ egg tooth to break out of the egg
[ or ‘hatch’.

Life Cycle of Birds

1. The life cycle of a bird starts with the

4. Adulthood — once fully
grown, the fledgling is now
an adult. It is ready to find
a mate of its own, build a
nest and lay its own eggs.
At this point, the whole
cycle starts again.

) has to work hard to crack the egg.
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from its egg it is called a
hatchling. A hatchling is
completely dependent on

3. Once the chick has grown feathers p
and its wing muscles are stronger, it is %
ready to leave the nest. It is now called

a fledgling. It starts to explore but stays
close. It is still fed by its parents.

feathers.

ducks and chickens.

female laying an egg. The egg is incubated
(kept warm) by the parents. The baby bird

2. When a bird has just hatched

its

parents for protection and food.
It is born blind and without

*Some birds are born more
mature and independent e.g.

Life Cycle of Insects

Most insects undergo complete metamorphosis.

The adult
breaks out of
the pupa and
matures.

Insects:
+ hatch from eggs;

+  shed skin as they grow;
experience metamorphosis in
some cases.

This involves four main stages:

laid by
the female

The pupa is formed when the
larva moults for the last time.
Pupa have a hard protective
coating and are often
camouflaged. The larva
transforms completely inside

the pupa. )
The eggs hatch into |
larva. The larva look !
3

nothing like the adult.
This varies depending |
on the species. |
Common forms are |
caterpillars, maggots, |

grubs.




